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I. POLICY
V

It is the policy- of t3~e Mississippi De~arttn~nt or Human Services, Di~rision of Youth
ServicLs (DOTS), that a program for eligible youth provides opportunities far youth to learn
about, und.erstand., and value c~vxc and community involvement. As part of the program,
youfih will complete a. variety of tivork projects, special skills, recrc;aiional aczi~ities and an
adventurous joilmey that helps build self esteem and self v~~~rl1~ withi~~ tk~e zndi~ridual
paxtzcapant

I~. ~'ROCEDURE
The Dine o~Edinbuxgh's Award Program (Doff) is a program. which hopes to posi~veZs~
influence the Lives of the youth by inspiring them to grow and achieve. This is done ley
participating zz~ four core tenets of the program, Community service, Special Skill,
Physical Recreation and Adventurous 3ourney. All activities will be mon.itared b~ a.
member of the Se~ectaon Committee and or a 7uvenilc Care Woxkex (JC~JV), member of
~.ecxeational Staff, Educational Staf#`, Vohulteei•s ui• othez persons as determined aBd
authorized by the Directox o~ Institutions.

A. The Do E vvill provide youth in the program v~rith opportunities to participate in a
variety of activities in r~vhich they are already familiar. `T'he goal being to improve
upon these through weekly pat~icipation

1. A committee appointed by-the Dixectox of institutions for the pt~pose of
selecting ~auth to participate from amongst all eligible youth for the DoiE
~~ill be made up of the Facility A~{ministrator or desigmee, the Date
Program's Coordinator and a JCW Su~rervisor.

i. Participants shall be selected by ca~lmittee according to the criteria
described in the folluwiug section.

2. To qualify for the program, youth must meet the follo~~ing criteria:
z. Only 1st and 2`~`~ Commitments
ii. Be 14 years of age
iii. Be assessed a Risk Lez-e16 or 7.
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iv. Be medically able to complete the pra~ram.

3. A youth chosen for ~l~e DofE will hive the pragxa~n explained to them by the
DoiE Pro~~un's Coordinator• or aT~ier designee as assigned by the I}irector o~
Institutions. if the youtl~ chooses to parCicipate, the youth will sign an
enzollment Fonm (.~ttachment.4) indicating they are participating in the
program voluntarily. A youth ~.~ill also receive a Record Boob t~hich shall
be used far ~e purpose oftracking and verifying all actir+ities have been
completed.

~. Youth Lay leave tie program at any tune they no longex wisk► to participate.
A youth may also be suspended from the grogram by the Dzrector of
Institutions if the y'aufh°s behavior does not conform fo the program's
expeclatio~~s. Reasons for possible 5u~pension rnclude, but are riot limited to,
the fallowing:

i. Refusing to ~axrticipate in projects or failing to diligently work while
on pxajects.

ii. Not attending and~or participating in. the program (three refusals
without ca~rs~ is an aul:c~matic suspension from the program)

iii. Major disciplinary sanctions

I3. Youth in the Doff u7i11 participate in ttrc program duu~z~xg its scheduled time. Times
may ci~ange with n.otificatiae~.

1. All 5toutli t~+i.11 choose a Cornmr~nity Service Activit5r from tl~e attached list
(A~tachment B). This activity will be worl~ed ors far one hour each week. Lf
a youth has chosen activities other you[Ix are warding an they may join that
group. OthervtTise, the youth w•iil work vrith tl~e Adult Leader to complete the
Service.

2. All youth ~,~ill ck~oose a Special Skill from the attached list (Attachment C),
This Skill is to Ue developed fcrr one hour each week. If a youth has chosen a
Skill other youth are working un, they may join that group. Otherwise, the
youth will word r~ith the Adutt Leader to complete the Slcill.

3. All youth will choose a Physical Recreation frozen the attached list
(Attachment D). This activit~~ will be u~orlced on-for one hoax from 9 am to
1 i am. If a youth ~.as chosen activities othar youth are woxl~ing on they may
join that group. Otherwise, the youth will warlc with the Adult Leader to
cozx~plete tie Rzcreation,

4. All youth who have competed the above acti~~ities are eligible to participate
in the tourney. The }youth will spend two 8 hour days, totaling 16 hours, or
othez~ hours as determined by t1~e Directar of izastitutians, tourizzg va~rio~xs
museums in the Jackson Metropolitan Area, If the youth are still housed at
OYDC, all existing security measl~res are to be carried out. If a youth has
transitioned home and is Rio longer in the care of OYUC, that youth may
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complete the program in the comnnu~ity udder the supervision o~ the
Comrnixnity Youth Services Counselor.

5. Should a youfh not complete t}ie four Tenets duffing their commitment at
OYllC",, the llotF Program's Coordinator sha11 provide alI necessary
infot~~nation to tl~e youth's Community Counselor neaxest the youth's home
address. It sha11 t1~en be the responsibility of the Community Counselor to
work 7th the youth. weeldy ~a ensure the remauung hours are completed.

i. The Counselors) shall ~~ork with the youth a m~imum three (3}
hours per, week to en.5ura the r~rnaining hours are completed. This
shall include 1 hour der week fox each of the following:
a. Communi.t~~ Service
b. 5pecia151ci11
c. Ptivsical Recreation

~]I materials needed Uy the ~~outh to complete any a~tc~ all projects
s~~all k~e pra~Yided to tbcm b5r tk~~ Cokx~.munity Coiuzselor. All said
materials are flee property of Mississippi Department of Human
Services and are to be used only for Doff projects. Fiu~thermore, all
said materials are to be 1Lept under the control of ~.ie~ Community
Counselor.

ii, O~tce all hours ai~e co~zi~letcd tl~c youth wi11 participate in an
Adventurous Journey. Tlus shall be a 2 dad 1 night trip where the
is given the opportunity to develop an understanding of the
env~iranmenl;. It cau Ue on foot, by bicy cle, boat or on horseback by
learning preparation, self.-sufficiency and self-reliance

6. Once the Record ]3ook has baen. c~nnpleted by either the Doff Program's
Coordinator and or the Community C'aunselor, i~ shall be mailed to the Doff
Hea~lil~rar~ers in Waslaingtotz, D.C. Otace all data has been collected for a
~-outfi, the llofE Headquarters Shall send a~ appropriate medals anal
certificates to the ])o€ks` :Proararn's Coordinator at OYDC.


