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BEFORE THE MISSISSIPPI DEPARTMENT OF
HUMAN SERVICES

RE: 2014-2015 CHILDCARE DEVELOPMENT FUND
STATE PLAN

PUBLIC HEARING

Taken at the instance of the Mississippi
Department of Human Services
at the Hinds County Extension Office,
1735 Wilson Boulevard,
Jackson, Mississippi,
on Monday, September 23, 2013,
beginning at approximately 12:00 p.m.

APPEARANCES:

MS. JENNIFER BOLER

Mississippi Department of Human Services
Post Office Box 352

Jackson, Mississippi 39216

REPORTED BY: ELLA J. HARDWICK, CVR-M, #1749
Brooks Court Reporting
12 Lakeland Circle, Suite A
Jackson, Mississippi 39216
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MS. BOLER: Good afternoon. I'm
Jennifer Boler, Department of Human
Services. I'm here today to collect
comments for the Childcare Development
Fund State Plan for federal fiscal year
2013 to 2015.

The collected questions and/or
comments will be recorded by the court
reporter. The questions and comments
will be read and considered before the
final plan is submitted to the
Administration For Children and
Families.

I will call the names of those that
signed in to make their comments. You
will need to come to the microphone and
state your name and organization. You

will have five minutes to state your
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comments.

The audience needs to hold their
applause and outspoken remarks so the
court reporter can accurately record the
comments of the person speaking. Any
act of inappropriate conduct will be

removed from the facility.

And if you have a written statement
and do not wish to speak, you may give
those to me, and they will be added.

(PAUSE.)

MS. BOLER: At this time, we do not
have any attendees. So we will go off
record until they arrive.

(OFF THE RECORD.)

MS. BOLER: Good afternoon. I'm
Jennifer Boler of the Mississippi
Department of Human Services. I'm here
today to collect comments for the

Childcare Development Fund State Plan
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for federal fiscal year 2013 to 2015.
The collected questions and/or
comments will be recorded by the court
reporter. The questions and comments
will be read and considered before the

final plan is submitted to the
Administration For Children and
Families.

Ms. Cassandra Welchlin, if you
would, please come to the front and
state your name and organization, and

you will have five minutes to speak.

MS. WELCHLIN: Thank you. I'm
Cassandra Welchlin, the Mississippi Low
Income Childcare Initiative, and I have
a few comments to be made. The first
comment is we, the Low Income Childcare
Initiative, along with childcare

providers and parents across the State
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continually object -- or continues to
object to the finger scanning eChildcare
system. We think, again, that it is
cumbersome, a waste of money. And given
we have a little over 9,000 children
that need to be served, we believe that
money would be well spent in that
capacity.

Secondly, as it relates to the
state plan, we noticed there is some
discrepancies on the Department of Human
Services website and the Secretary of
State's website.

On page 29, Section 2.1.2, the
table that states, "Who issues
payments," the Department of Human
Service's website states that the lead

agency contracts with Xerox for

electronic childcare attendance systems

based on attendance recorded by
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Mississippi eChildcare system.

The lead agency approves payments
that is issued by direct deposit to
pilot and slot contract providers from
Xerox. And on the Secretary of State's
website, in that same paragraph, it says
that the lead agency approves payment
that is issued to -- approves payment
that is issued by direct deposit to
providers from Xerox.

So -- and one is saying deposits --
direct deposits to the pilot and slot
contract providers, and that's on DHS's
website. But in the Secretary of
State's website, it states that direct
deposits will be made to providers.

So there is some discrepancy
between the two, and that language needs
to be cleared up. However, the state --
the hearing shouldn't even be taking
place, because the economic impact
statement has not even -- hasn't been

released.
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So, therefore, that needs to happen
before any of these things happen. And
that's it. Thank you.

MS. BOLER: Thank you,

Ms. Welchlin. At this time, we don't
have any other attendees in the audience
to speak. So we will go off record
until they arrive.

(OFF THE RECORD.)

MS. BOLER: At this time, we are
back on record, and we haven't had any
other attendees. So we will conclude
the hearing.

(END OF PROCEEDINGS.)

* Kk x
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CERTIFICATE OF COURT REPORTER

I, ELLA J. HARDWICK, CVR, #1749, Court
Reporter and Notary Public, in and for the
County of Rankin, State of Mississippi,
hereby certify that the foregoing pages
contain a true and correct transcript of
said proceedings as taken by me by voice
steno at the time and place heretofore
stated and later reduced to typewritten form
by computer-aided transcription under my
supervision to the best of my skill and
ability.

I further certify that I am not in the
employ of, or related to, any counsel or
party in this matter and have no interest,
monetary or otherwise in the final outcome
of the proceedings.

Witness my signature and seal, this the
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24th day of September, 2013.

ELLA J. HARDWICK, CVR, #1749

My Commission Expires:

1/19/13



